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Is this Essex garden community the blueprint 

for modern housing? 

Masterminded by theatre architects Haworth Tompkins, plans 

for 7,750 new homes outside Colchester could provide a green 

and pleasant neighbourhood for thousands 

□ This one is on us. Subscribe for the unlimited acces









The project as a whole could, as Sunspot does, show a tad more fun and 

invention than is currently visible in the renderings. Much will rely on the 

upkeep of the shared spaces, to make sure that the planting is really as 

enticing as depicted. But this garden community offers a convincing and 

worked-out vision of a good life for its future thousands of residents. 

As the government pushes for large numbers of homes and for a new 

generation of new towns, they would do well to look to Essex for 

inspiration. 
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